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Aims and Scope

Individual human development is influenced by a multi-
tude of systems, ranging from cultural processes, ge-
netic and physiological incidents up to social interactions.
How do these systems cooperate and interact during the
course of human development? One of the main goals of
Developmental Science is finding an answer to this
question.

Since it exceeds the means of researchers from individ-
ual scientific disciplines to investigate the simultaneous
biopsychosocial changes of systems and how they jointly
contribute to the social and adaptive functions of human
individuals, a new scientific approach is necessary that
links the various traditional scientific disciplines under a
biopsychosocial approach to describe individual human
development: Developmental Science.

Developmental Science combines concepts and insights
from scientific disciplines, which hitherto used to inde-
pendently tackle the research of human and non-human
development. As an interdisciplinary approach it exam-
ines individuals across the lifespan with the objective of
comprehending the development of individuals with
different cultural and ethnic as well as biological back-
ground, different economic and cognitive potentials and
under diverse living conditions. To facilitate the under-
standing of developmental processes it is also necessary
to overcome the disadvantageous separation of “normal”
from “abnormal” human development. Thus, the inter-
disciplinary field of Developmental Science comprises a
holistic approach to understanding how different systems
interact and influence development throughout life from
genetic and physiological processes to social interactions
and cultural processes.

The International Journal of Developmental Science is
especially devoted to research from the fields of
Psychology, Genetics, Neuroscience, and Biology and
provides an interdisciplinary and international forum for
basic research and professional application in the field of
Developmental Science. The reader will find original
empirical or theoretical contributions, methodological
and review papers, giving a systematic overview or
evaluation of research and theories of Developmental
Science and dealing with typical human development
and developmental psychopathology during infancy,
childhood, adolescence and adulthood. All manuscripts
pass through a multilevel peer-review process.
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Submissions of papers and ideas for papers are welcome
on all topics related to the field of developmental
science. Authors are requested to submit their
manuscript electronically to the msTracker online
submission system. For detailed instructions to authors
please visit our website.
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